Perspectives: does amiodarone increase non-sudden deaths? If so, why?
Despite the antiarrhythmic efficacy of amiodarone, a definitive correlation between amiodarone treatment and increased non-arrhythmic mortality in patients with heart failure and depressed ventricular function has been reported. Results from research in the field of cardiac resynchronization therapy in heart failure may provide some explanations to this observation. We discussed the hypothetical link between amiodarone and non-arrhythmic mortality, which might have a cause--effect relationship, based on cardiac electromechanical disarrangement provoked by electrophysiological properties of amiodarone.